
KALIHI VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 16
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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2006
KALIHI REGIONAL DISTRICT PARK

CALL TO ORDER: Chair William Woods-Bateman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with a quorum of five (5) 
members present. (There are no vacancies on this Board.)

MEMBERS PRESENT: Lance Bateman, Wilton Ching, Chester Koga, Jory Watland, William Woods-Bateman.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Merry Balatico, Kanoa Bristol, Anthony DeCampo, Lisa Mitchell.

GUESTS: Capt. D. Kawasaki (Honolulu Fire Department – Kalihi Uka); Lt. R. Chinen, Officer E. Perkins (Honolulu 
Police Department – Kalihi); Ken Nakamatsu (Mayor’s Office – City Department of Human Resources, Director);
Elisa Agpaoa (Councilmember Romy Cachola’s Office staff); William K. Malina (Dads Against Doing Drugs –
DADDs); James M. Rodrigues (Kalihi Booster); Pascual Dabis (Kalihi-Uka Booster); Ivonne Cardenas, Bob Farrell 
(Makakilo.com –Olelo Videographers); Rachel M. Glanstein (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

CITY GOVERNMENT REPORTS:

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT (HFD) –Capt. D. Kawasaki reported the following for the Kalihi Uka Station:

1) October Statistics – 2 structure and 9 rubbish fires; 65 medical emergencies and 9 miscellaneous calls.

2) Fire Safety Tip – The holidays are a time for celebration and that means more cooking, home decorating, 
entertaining, and an increased risk of fire due to heating equipment. Unattended cooking is the leading 
cause of home fires in the United States. After a party, check for smoldering cigarettes. Use caution with 
holiday decorations and choose those made with flame-resistant, flame-retardant, or non-combustible 
materials. Purchase only lights and electrical decorations bearing the name of an independent testing lab, 
and follow the manufacturer's instructions for installation and maintenance. Do not overload extension 
cords. Try to keep live trees as moist as possible by giving them plenty of water daily. When purchasing an 
artificial tree, be sure it is labeled as fire-retardant.

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT (HPD) –Officer E. Perkins distributed the report and provided the following 
statistics from the Kalihi Station: There were 60 arguments, 6 assaults, 3 burglaries, 8 drugs/narcotics, 3 driving 
under the influence (DUIs), 9 family offenses, 5 motor vehicle thefts, 0 murders, 38 motor vehicle collisions (MVCs), 
11 property damages, 2 robberies, 0 sex offenses, 17 thefts, 5 unauthorized entries into motor vehicles (UEMVs).
Officer Perkins also circulated flyers requesting feedback on HPD.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1) Bateman reiterated the request that HPD leave the statistics of previous months on the report so that the 
Board may be able to spot trends in crime.

2) Watland mentioned a property on Kamehameha IV Road that has a great deal of rubbish in the yard. He 
conveyed understanding that HPD has difficulty entering the property and asked if he should bring the 
problem to the State Department of Health (DOH) as a health issue. Lt. Chinen replied that he is unsure as 
to whether that would be a State or City problem.

3) Regarding the flyer, Chair Woods-Bateman pointed out that there should be a website to direct concerns or 
comments about HPD, since many people are cautious about using the phone to voice their complaints.

(There was brief discussion over incorrectly reported statistics from this and the previous month. The previous 
month’s statistics were found to be correct and this month’s statistics are correctly reported in these minutes.)
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RESIDENTS’ AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS: Chair Woods-Bateman explained the effect of the Sunshine Law 
on Board members – that any meeting participant, community or Board, may bring up a concern, but that the Board 
members are not allowed to discuss or take action on a matter that is not on the agenda.

Comments and concerns followed:

1) James Rodrigues stated that the potholes on Laulani Street are still there from the bottom by the bridge to 
1546 Laulani Street. This was first reported in September and yet the problem persists.

2) Chair Woods-Bateman relayed the following concern from Rosemary Cuccia that there is a small private 
road at 3424A Kalihi Street, marked only with a traffic cone nailed to a tree past St. Anthony’s Retreat 
house. Problems/solutions – (a) Although the area originally was sparsely inhabited, there are now at least 
10 residents on the block (City’s requirement for service). Emergency vehicles are unable to locate the 
area when residents call because there is no street sign. (b) The street has deteriorated over the years.  
Finally, the City did some repair and trash service was restored to the street (it stopped for an entire year 
as the potholes worsened). The residents along the street still don’t have automated trash containers. The 
street problems are only temporarily fixed – it’s still hazardous to walk and drive on, and the rain will 
probably wash much of the repair into the stream. (c) The street also needs to be cleaned. (d) The answer 
may be to make the homeowners somehow accountable to fix and pave the road or that the City must do it 
immediately.

3) Watland stated that the property at 1659 Kam IV Rd has become an urban dump, with old cars, 
refrigerators, etc. Chair Woods-Bateman specified that the City Department of Planning and Permitting 
(DPP) does look somewhat at excessive garbage, as does the Vector Control part of DOH.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Chair Woods-Bateman reported that the Operating/Publicity account balance reflected 
$72.71 in expenses, leaving a balance of $4,907.55. The Refreshment account had no expenses, leaving the 
balance at $120.00. Chair Woods-Bateman suggested using the refreshment funds after the holiday season, and 
noted that the Neighborhood Commission Office (NCO) gave each Neighborhood Board (NB) an extra $2,500 in 
their budgets to provide for videotaping and Olelo broadcasting. He noted that most of the Board’s expenses are 
from printing and mailing the agendas and minutes and suggested that more money could be saved though 
requesting notices electronically.

APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 11, 2006 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The October 11, 2006 regular 
meeting minutes were APPROVED as circulated by unanimous consent (5-0-0).

BUSINESS AND REPORTS:

KALIHI STREET IMPROVEMENTS APRIL 1999 – ENGINEERING STUDY – DESIGNATION OF BOARD 
INVESTIAGATIONAL COMMITTEE –Chair Woods-Bateman referred to the 1999 study of the Kalihi Street S-
Curve done by Stanley Yim & Associates, Inc., which reinforced comments from the Board and the community. 
There will be a meeting between a Board Permitted Interaction Group (PIG – may have up to four Board members) 
and some City department heads about the study. Discussion ensued:

1) Watland expressed his concern that the Board has requested funds for the S-Curve and yet received no 
assistance from the Councilmembers, who also had access to this 1999 engineering study – no funds were 
included in the budget to work on the S-Curve. He conveyed his frustration that the issue has been ignored 
for the past seven (7) years.

2) Koga expressed his agreement to forming a PIG and recommended that copies of the study be provided to 
Board members, area legislators and Councilmembers, and the City administration. Chair Woods-Bateman 
stated his intent to recommend to the NCO Executive Secretary that copies of the study be made at least 
for the Board members.

3) Watland added that he would like to see the Board set a timeframe for the government officials who 
ignored the study to rectify the situation.

4) Chair Woods-Bateman reported that the study noted that accidents occurred while it was being conducted.



KALIHI VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 16 NOVEMBER 8, 2006
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES PAGE 3 of 4

Watland moved, and Koga seconded, that the City resolve the S-Curve situation by June 2007 or that 
funding to resolve the situation be included in the City FY 2007/08 budget and that the Board form a 
Permitted Interaction Group to investigate. The motion was ADOPTED unanimously (5-0-0). The PIG will 
include Board members Chester Koga, Wilton Ching, and William Woods-Bateman.

GREEN BELT STRATEGY FOR OAHU PLANNING RE: HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 119 (HR 119) –No 
representative present to address the issue.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PROGRAMS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS:

CITY ADMINISTRATION AGENCIES (1) –

Mayor’s Representative (1): Chair Woods-Bateman noted the absence of Noel Ono and presented the following 
information from the report (Neighborhood Assistant Glanstein distributed the Mayor’s newsletter) –

1) Regarding the potholes on Laulani Street, there has been further damage to numerous roads throughout 
Oahu following the recent heavy rains. The City Department of Facility Maintenance is investigating further 
and will report back to the Board.

2) The property in the 1730 area of Gulick Avenue is an ongoing problem with people using it as a dumpling 
area. The City Department of Environmental Services (ENV) will request that DPP evaluate the property for 
appropriate usage. This issue has been a problem for at least the past four (4) months.

3) HPD officers conducted speed enforcement on Gulick Avenue in September 2006. Violators were issued 
warnings for driving over the speed limit. Beat officers will again monitor Gulick Avenue for speeding and 
take enforcement action for observed violations.

Chair Woods-Bateman expressed his feeling that the City needs to take action to resolve the first two complaints.

COUNCILMEMBER ROD TAM –No representative present.

COUNCILMEMBER ROMY CACHOLA –Elisa Agpaoa circulated the report and highlighted the following:
Councilmember Cachola has scheduled a series of public outreach meetings to receive input from residents on the 
Alternatives Analysis (AA) Report on the Honolulu High Capacity Transit Project. The meetings start at 6:30 p.m., 
include a brief presentation from the City Department of Transportation Services (DTS) and allow residents to give 
their input. Councilmember Cachola encourages residents from Kalihi, Palama and surrounding communities to 
attend the November 17, 2006 meeting at the Kalakaua Middle School Cafeteria and give their input on the project. 
Knowledgeable staff from DTS will attend the meetings to answer questions on the AA Report. Again, public 
attendance is highly encouraged.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1) Chair Woods-Bateman affirmed that the public will only receive one minute to speak at the community 
meetings, although the presenters take a long time. One minute is only enough time to address one issue. 
He requested that the Councilmembers consider allowing for more time for public speeches.

2) Bateman asked if the proposals being presented in the community meetings are the same as those 
presented to the Board. E. Agpaoa wasn’t sure, but indicated that the presenters would also be presenting 
answers to the questions posed by the Council.

3) Bateman mentioned the Neighborhood Board Task Force (NBTF), formed by Resolution 06-291 (adopted 
by Council on September 9), which will review the effectiveness and efficiency of the Neighborhood Board 
system and advise the Council on changes that are needed to the system’s structure and operations. Koga 
requested a timeframe on the NBTF.

4) Koga asked if the Kalihi Valley area has any organized method of painting out graffiti on a sustained basis. 
E. Agpaoa replied that Kalihi Valley is a Weed & Seed area, and therefore neighborhood restoration 
projects are done on at least one Saturday per month.

STATE ADMINISTRATION/AGENCIES –No representatives present.
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CITY ADMINISTRATION AGENCIES (2) –

Mayor’s Representative (2): Ken Nakamatsu, Director of the City Department of Human Resources (DHR), 
arrived at asked for any other concerns for the City administration.

Comments and concerns followed:

1) Chair Woods-Bateman complimented HPD on their work on speeding enforcement on Gulick Avenue.

2) Bateman stated that it’s time to protect the park next to Kalihi Uka School from the “Turkey Bowl”. The 
Board of Water Supply (BWS) needs to ensure that the water is shut off during the Thanksgiving weekend 
to prevent the illegal water/mud football game that can occur (if the water isn’t shut off).

3) Watland reiterated his concern over the extremely slow response from the City on the S-Curve issue.

4) Bateman suggested that the City should avoid giving negative responses (why they can’t do something) 
and focus on providing positive responses (what can be done).

K. Nakamatsu proposed that the Board choose a specific recommendation from the 1999 S-Curve study to support.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1) The Board will recess in December. The next regular Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 
10, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

2) Pascual Dabis announced that the Kalihi Booster Club (with the City Department of Parks and Recreation 
(DPR)) will hold their Annual Awards Night (potluck) on Friday, December 1, at 6:30 p.m, at Our Lady of the 
Mountain Church.

3) William K. Malina, from Dads Against Doing Drugs (DADDs) will have their Turkey Shoot event oin 
November 18 at Kaiulani Elementary School. Homeless will be fed Thanksgiving food and there will be a 
basketball shooting contest.

4) W. Malina mentioned that an event called March Madness will begin soon – it’s a tagging (graffiti) contest 
that helps talented taggers to realize that it may be used positively. First, second and third places will 
receive scholarships and their art will be promoted in art galleries.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m.

Submitted by:

Rachel M. Glanstein
Neighborhood Assistant

These draft minutes were not reviewed by the Chair, William Woods-Bateman.


